Name: _____________________________________________ Date: _________ Period: _________

Lab: Spore Print

Purpose: To identify the parts of a mushroom and observe spores being released from different types of mushrooms.

Materials: 

Mushroom


Jar



Paper


Magnifying Glass

Procedure:

1. Record what kind of mushroom your group has.

2. Make a sketch of your mushroom in Figure 1. Label the cap, stalk and gills.

3. Carefully remove the stalk from the mushroom.

4. Place the cap, gill side down and cover with a jar.

5. Leave untouched overnight.

6. Remove cap and examine prints with magnifying glass.

7. Sketch your spore print in Figure 2.

8. Next scrape some of the spores off of your paper and place on a microscope slide and observe under a microscope.

9. Sketch what you see in Figure 3.

Data:

Figure 1- Sketch of Mushroom.

Type of Mushroom: ______________________________
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Figure 2 – Sketch of a spore print.


Analysis – Answer the following questions in complete sentences.
1. What did you observe on the paper when you removed the cap? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why did we use a magnifying glass? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Explain how fungi use spores to reproduce. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. If fungi release millions of spores, why aren’t we overrun by fungi? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Describe what spores look like under the microscope. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________














Figure 3 –Sketch of spores under a microscope
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